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when all is said and done one fact remains on the night of may 11 1967 a crowd of protestors
marched east on lynch street throwing debris at a line of officers shots rang out several people
were wounded one fatally who fired the shot in the dark that killed benjamin brown a
supposedly innocent bystander who lost his life on his twenty second birthday who knows
what really happened that night eyewitnesses gave their accounts then turned around and
recanted those statements this book recounts the happenings of that momentous night from
an objective eye a true to life account that will hopefully remind us of justice if not bring closure

to wounds left by injustice

the sensational true story of george dinning a freed slave who in 1899 joined forces with a

confederate war hero in search of justice in the jim crow south taut and tense inspiring and
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terrifying in its timelessness colson whitehead pulitzer prize winning author of the underground
railroad named a most anticipated book of 2021 by o the oprah magazine named a must read
by the chicago review of books one of cnn s most anticipated books of 2021 after moonrise on
the cold night of january 21 1897 a mob of twenty five white men gathered in a patch of woods
near big road in southwestern simpson county kentucky half carried rifles and shotguns and a
few tucked pistols in their pants their target was george dinning a freed slave who d farmed
peacefully in the area for 14 years and who had been wrongfully accused of stealing livestock
from a neighboring farm when the mob began firing through the doors and windows of dinning
s home he fired back in self defense shooting and killing the son of a wealthy kentucky family
so began one of the strangest legal episodes in american history one that ended with dinning
becoming the first black man in america to win damages after a wrongful murder conviction
drawing on a wealth of never before published material bestselling author and pulitzer prize
finalist ben montgomery resurrects this dramatic but largely forgotten story and the unusual
convergence of characters among them a confederate war hero turned lawyer named bennett
h young kentucky governor william o connell bradley and george dinning himself that allowed

this unlikely story of justice to unfold in a time and place where justice was all too rare
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