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one dilemma facing new or newly independent states such as those of
the former soviet union is how to design effective legislatures
when political parties are weak and fragmented or even nonexistent
in this book joel m ostrow develops a comparative institutional
framework to explain marked differences in behavior across three
post soviet legislatures the russian supreme soviet the russian
state duma and the estonian legislature he argues that these
differences in ability to manage political conflict can be
explained in large measure by the design of the legislatures most
significant is the choice of whether and how to include parties or
partisan factors legislatures are an omnipresent component of
modern democracy ostrow s comparative institutional design confirms
the presumption of many political scientists that parties are
essential for legislative consensus building however it also
reveals that parties may have paradoxical effects on a legislature
s performance in following the budget process in russia and estonia
ostrow explores the consequences that different institutional
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designs have had on post soviet legislatures he has found that how
parties are included may determine how capable a legislature is at
managing political conflict both internally and with the executive
branch of the government the author was present at many of the
committee hearings and legislative sessions he describes and his
firsthand observations and interviews with committee members
enhance his analysis

this book uses the early twentieth century surveillance reports of
urban vice reformers in new york chicago lancaster pennsylvania as
well as the us vice report for the league of nations special body
on trafficking in women and children from 1927 and french police
memoirs treatises and histories of wvice enforcement in late
nineteenth century and early twentieth century paris to highlight
the way in which american reliance on undercover tactics drove
american vice enforcement policy leading to a clash with french
vice enforcement policy before the league of nations both the
failure of that early effort to exert international influence on
vice enforcement and the american embrace of undercover tactics
would set the stage for the later american efforts to promote a
global war on drugs before the league of nations in particular the
american delegation s notable lack of success in mobilizing
european crackdowns on prostitution created a blueprint for how not
to project american influence overseas once american advocates of
narcotics interdiction sought to promote a global war on drugs yet
private reformers reliance on undercover tactics to investigate
prostitution modeled the investigative tactics on which american
law enforcement would come to depend and which it would later seek
to export as a primary weapon in the war on drugs

the study of comparative public policy reveals the intensely
political nature of policy choices while policy analysts often look
to policy successes and failures outside their borders to draw
valuable lessons and insights cultural economic political and
institutional conditions vary from country to country and strongly
affect how policy analysis 1is ultimately used by combining a
conceptual discussion of policy making with an examination of seven
specific policy areas Jjessica adolino and charles blake show how
politics in the realm of the environment education taxation
economics immigration health care and social welfare shapes policy
choices the second edition of comparing public policies has been
revised and updated to reflect the most recent political and policy
developments this new edition expands coverage of the
internationalization of domestic policy making by including a
european union case study in each issue area along with further
discussion of the role of international interest groups in the
policy process the seven policy chapters have been revised and
updated to examine current issues in the united states japan
germany france the united kingdom italy and the european union such
as the heightened calls for immigration policy reform the return to
higher budget deficits in several countries the efforts to lower
tax rates in countries with falling expenditures and in countries
with rising spending levels the often unsuccessful attempts to
control increasing health care costs 1in countries with aging
populations the spirited debate over the future role of the welfare
state in an increasingly globalized economy the at times divergent
education reform debates regarding the role of assessment and calls
for decentralization the uneven environmental performance in the
reduction of carbon dioxide emissions chapters include analyses of
crossnational trends past and present and a final chapter
reexamines the internationalization of public policy 1in
industrialized countries useful pedagogical features have Dbeen
incorporated throughout the text including in depth boxes that
offer detailed discussion of the political process or analytical
technigques and country at a glance boxes that provide guick
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reference to political institutions a wealth of recent data is
displayed in numerous tables and a glossary gives students a
practical guide to terminology

recent years have witnessed substantial work in the legislative
studies field but what do we know about legislatures today and are
there clear criteria for comparing and classifying them this is a
new review of the state of our knowledge of parliament and tackles
key questions do legislatures matter in legislative terms and if so
how much what is the extent of the legislature s control of the
legislative process how can we classify legislatures on the basis
of their relative legislative performance five measures of the
policy power of parliaments are applied in the country region
chapters this book was previously published as a special issue of
the leading journal of legislative studies

the increasingly global study of policy processes faces challenges
with scholars applying theories in radically different national and
cultural contexts questions frequently arise about how to conduct
policy process research comparatively and among this global
community of scholars methods of the policy process is the first
book to remedy this situation not by establishing an orthodoxy or
imposing upon the policy process community a rigid way of
conducting research but instead by allowing the leading researchers
in the different theoretical traditions a space to share the means
by which they put their research into action this edited volume
serves as a companion volume and supplemental guide to the well
established theories of the policy process 4th edition methods of
the policy process acknowledges that growth and advancement in the
study of the policy process 1is dependent not merely on conceptual
and theoretical development but also on developing and
systematizing better methodological approaches to measurement and
analysis to maximize student engagement with the material each
chapter follows a similar framework introduction of a given theory
of the policy process application of that theory including best
practices for research design conceptualization major data sources
data collection and methodological approaches critical assessment
future directions and often online resources including datasets
survey instruments and interview and coding protocols while the
structure and focus of each chapter varies slightly according to
the theoretical tradition being discussed each chapter s central
aim is to prepare readers to confidently undertake common
methodological strategies themselves methods of the policy process
is especially beneficial to people new to the field including
students enrolled in policy process courses as well as those
without access to formal training for scholars experienced in
applying theories this edited volume is a helpful reference to
clarify best practices in research methods

table of contents tables figures and boxes 1ix preface xi an
introduction to comparative public policy 1 the increasing
internationalization of public policy 4 the organization of this
book 6 1 the policy process 1 the study of the policy process 8 the
policy process revisited 28 2 theories of policy making 31 the
cultural school 31 the economic school 34 the political school 38
the institutional school 41 an eclectic approach to examining
policy theories 45 3 political and economic dynamics in
industrialized countries 47 social cleavage 47 interest groups 48
political parties and party systems 51 voting behavior 55 electoral
systems 59 executive legislative relations 63 intergovernmental
relations 67 the bureaucracy 69 the judiciary 70 economic dynamics
71 4 the policy making context 77 the united states 77 japan 80
germany 83 france 86 the united kingdom 89 italy 92 european union
95 5 immigration policy 100 common policy problems 100 major policy
options 103 explaining policy dynamics 104 international policy
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making 109 united states 111 japan 118 germany 123 france 129
united kingdom 134 italy 140 european union 146 cross national
trends 150 6 fiscal policy 159 common policy problems 159 major
policy options 161 explaining policy dynamics 163 internafional
policy making 167 united states 169 japan 174 germany 177 france
180 united kingdom 183 italy 186 european union 189 cross national
trends 192 7 taxation policy 198 common policy problems 198 major
policy options 200 explaining policy dynamics 203 international
policy making 206 united states 207 japan 211 germany 214 france
217 united kingdom 219 italy 222 european union 225 cross national
trends 229 8 health care policy 234 common policy problems 234
major policy options 235 explaining policy dynamics 239
international policy making 242 united states 243 japan 249 germany
253 france 257 united kingdom 262 italy 266 european union 270
cross national trends 273 9 social policy 278 common policy
problems 278 major policy options 281 explaining policy dynamics
283 international policy making 287 united states 287 japan 293
germany 296 france 301 united kingdom 305 italy 309 european union
313 cross national trends 315 10 education policy 321 common policy
problems 321 major policy options 322 explaining policy dynamics
326 international policy making 329 united states 329 japan 334
germany 338 france 342 united kingdom 346 italy 351 european union
355 cross national trends 358 11 environmental policy 364 common
policy problems 364 major policy options 366 explaining policy
dynamics 369 international policy making 372 united states 373
japan 379 germany 383 france 388 united kingdom 392 italy 396
european union 401 cross national trends 405 12 conclusion 412
contemporary trends 412 learning lessons by comparing policies 417
glossary 419 references 429 index 441

discussions of policy networks are becoming increasingly common in
the analysis of public policy in the western world this book
addresses the key theoretical issues surrounding policy networks

even in the face of internal disputes between cattlemen and hay
cutters the people of fort hall found innovative ways such as
participation in new religious experiences cultural redefinition
and regular community gatherings to manage the contradictions that
stemmed from market integration heaton tells how the shoshone
bannocks made a meaningful choice between productive commerce and a
more typical reliance on subsistence and wage labor their leaders
found new ways to unite disparate bands and kin groups to resist
attempts to open reservation land to exploitation by non indians
and through careful land cessions they were able to obtain the
capital needed to develop reservation resources themselves

abstract the thesis project is an investigation of some well known
machine learning systems and evaluates their utility when applied
to a classification task from the field of human genetics this
common disease research task an inquiry into genetic and
biochemical factors and their association with a family history of
coronary artery disease cad is more complex than many pursued in
machine learning research due to interactions and the inherent
noise in the dataset the task also differs from most pursued in
machine learning research because there is a desire to explain the
dataset with a small number of rules even at the expense of
accuracy so that they will be more accessible to medical
researchers who are unaccustomed to dealing with disjunctive
explanations of data furthermore there is assymetry in the task in
that good explanations of the positive examples is of more
importance than good explanations of the negative examples the
primary machine learning approach investigated in this research is
genetic algorithms ga s decision trees autoclass and cobweb are
also included the ga performed the best in terms of descriptive
ability with the common disease research task although decision
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trees also demonstrated certain strengths autoclass and cobweb were
recognized from the onset as being inappropriate for the needs of
common disease researchers because both systems are unsupervised
learners that create probabilistic structures but were included for
their interest in the machine learning community these systems did
not perform as well as ga s and decision trees in terms of their
ability to describe the data in terms of predictive accuracy all
systems performed poorly and the differences between any two of the
three best systems is not significant when positive and negative
examples are considered separately the ga does significantly better
than the other systems 1in predicting positive examples and
significantly worse in predicting negative examples the thesis
illustrates that the investigation of real problems from
researchers in other fields can lead machine learning researchers
to challenge their systems in ways they may not otherwise have

considered and may lead these

researchers to a

symbiotic

relationship that benefits multiple research communities
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