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harlem in the 1920s and 30s was the epicenter of a flourishing in african american
literature with the poetry and prose of langston hughes zora neale hurston
gwendolyn brooks and claude mckay to name a few this volume examines the
defining themes and styles of african american literature during this period which laid

the groundwork for contemporary african american writers

in underneath a harlem moon iain cameron williams takes the reader on a fascinating
rollercoaster ride from adelaide s birth in brooklyn through her humble childhood in
harlem from her triumphs on broadway to the glamour of the moulin rouge in paris
appearances at the most sophisticated and celebrated nightclubs in the world and
across two continents on a ground breaking eighteen month rko tour by the end of
1932 adelaide had performed to millions and in the process became one of america
s wealthiest black women her exile to paris in 1935 brought new challenges and
rewards by 1938 not content with being dubbed the queen of montmartre she set
her sights on conquering britain the book concludes with her mysterious
disappearance in november 1938 which until now has never been publicly explained

book jacket

the harlem renaissance the unprecedented artistic outpouring centered in 1920s and
1930s harlem comes down to us today says jeffrey b ferguson as a braiding of
history memory and myth to analyze the movement s contents and meaning
ferguson presents its signature works and lesser known pieces in a framework that
allows students to examine the issues its writers and artists faced political theorists
and civil rights activists as well as poets artists musicians and novelists explore the
character of the so called new negro the influence of african and southern heritage
the implications of skin color and race and gender and the question of whether black
artistic expression should be directed toward the black freedom struggle ferguson s
thought provoking introduction provides the broad background for the harlem

renaissance and a frank assessment of its significance a glossary of key individuals
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and journals document headnotes and annotations a chronology questions for
consideration and a selected bibliography help students understand the context of

this artistic outpouring and investigate its themes

claude mckay s most well known harlem renaissance novel now in penguin classics a
penguin classic claude mckay s first novel home to harlem was published in 1928
during the height of the harlem renaissance mckay portrays harlem post wwi through
two black migrants to new york jake a southern born african american longshoreman
who deserts the u s army and returns to his home in harlem and ray an educated
haitian immigrant with his innovative use of black dialects mckay portrays a complex
world of black people both native born and immigrant who navigate a dynamic
society in the midst of radical change harlem is portrayed as a cauldron of black life
where black people experience both white racism and intra black prejudice as well as
sexual freedom and pleasure all through the prism of harlem s jazz nightlife home to
harlem sparked controversy among black critics w e b du bois considered it
reductive and stereotypical while marcus garvey accused mckay of pandering to
racist white tastes for degrading depictions of blacks other critics such as langston
hughes embraced home to harlem for its frank depictions of modern black working
class life and its meditation on enduring social inequalities this debate within the
harlem s intellectual community combined with the curiosity of white readers to learn
more about this modern black space drove home to harlem to become the first

commercial bestseller by a black novelist in the united states

a social history of the harlem renaissance following world war i describing many

african american artists of the time

with its rich cultural history and many landmark buildings harlem is not just one of
new york s most distinctive neighborhoods it s also one of the most walkable this

illustrated guide takes readers on five separate walking tours of harlem covering
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ninety one different historical sites alongside major tourist destinations like the apollo
theater and the abyssinian baptist church longtime harlem resident karen taborn
includes little known local secrets like jazz age speakeasies literati political and arts
community locales drawing from rare historical archives she also provides plenty of
interesting background information on each location this guide was designed with the
needs of walkers in mind each tour consists of eight to twenty nine nearby sites and
at the start of each section readers will find detailed maps of the tour sites as well
as an estimated time for each walk in case individuals would like to take a more
leisurely tour it provides recommendations for restaurants and cafes where they can
stop along the way walking harlem gives readers all the tools they need to
thoroughly explore over a century s worth of this vital neighborhood s cultural
political religious and artistic heritage with its informative text and nearly seventy
stunning photographs this is the most comprehensive engaging and educational

walking tour guidebook on one of new york s historic neighborhoods

down the up staircase tells the story of one harlem family across three generations
connecting its journey to the historical and social forces that transformed harlem
over the past century bruce d haynes and syma solovitch capture the tides of
change that pushed blacks forward through the twentieth century the great migration
the harlem renaissance the early civil rights victories the black power and black arts
movements as well as the many forces that ravaged black communities including
haynes s own as an authority on race and urban communities haynes brings unique
sociological insights to the american mobility saga and the tenuous nature of status
and success among the black middle class in many ways haynes s family defied the
odds all four great grandparents on his father s side owned land in the south as
early as 1880 his grandfather george edmund haynes was the founder of the national
urban league and a protogo of eminent black sociologist w e b du bois his

grandmother elizabeth ross haynes was a noted children s author of the harlem
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renaissance and a prominent social scientist yet these early advances and gains
provided little anchor to the succeeding generations this story is told against the
backdrop of a crumbling three story brownstone in sugar hill that once hosted
harlem renaissance elites and later became an embodiment of the family s rise and
demise down the up staircase is a stirring portrait of this family each generation

walking a tightrope one misstep from free fall

an exquisitely detailed account of the 400 year history of harlem booklist starred
review harlem is perhaps the most famous iconic neighborhood in the united states
a bastion of freedom and the capital of black america harlem s twentieth century
renaissance changed our arts culture and politics forever but this is only one of the
many chapters in a wonderfully rich and varied history in harlem historian jonathan
gill presents the first complete chronicle of this remarkable place from henry hudson
s first contact with native harlemites through harlem s years as a colonial outpost on
the edge of the known world gill traces the neighborhood s story marshaling a
tremendous wealth of detail and a host of fascinating figures from george
washington to langston hughes harlem was an agricultural center under british rule
and the site of a key early battle in the revolutionary war later wealthy elites
including alexander hamilton built great estates there for entertainment and respite
from the epidemics ravaging downtown in the nineteenth century transportation
urbanized harlem and brought waves of immigrants from germany italy ireland and
elsewhere harlem s mix of cultures extraordinary wealth and extreme poverty was
electrifying and explosive extensively researched impressively synthesized eminently
readable and overflowing with captivating characters harlem is a vibrant history and
an impressive achievement publishers weekly comprehensive and compassionate an
essential text of american history and culture kirkus reviews starred review it s
bound to become a classic or i Il eat my hat edwin g burrows pulitzer prize winning

coauthor of gotham a history of new york city to 1898
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this volume provides new historical and literary insights into the harlem renaissance
returning attention to it not only as a broad expression of artistic work but also as a
movement that found catharsis in art and hope in resistance by examining such
major figures of the era as jessie fauset paul robeson and zora neale hurston the
contributors reframe our understanding of the interplay of art politics culture and
society in 1920s harlem the fourteen essays explore the meaning and power of
harlem theater literature and art during the period probe how understanding of racial
provincial and gender identities originated and evolved and reexamine the
sociopolitical contexts of this extraordinary black creative class delving into these
topics anew the harlem renaissance revisited reconsiders the national and
international connections of the movement and how it challenged clichod
interpretations of sexuality gender race and class the contributors show how those
who played an integral role in shattering stereotypes about black creativity pointed
the way toward real freedom in the united states in turn sowing some of the seeds
of the black power movement a fascinating chapter in the history of the african
american experience and new york city the cultural flowering of the harlem
renaissance reverberates today this thought provoking combination of social history
and intellectual art criticism opens this powerful moment in history to renewed and

dynamic interpretation and sharper discussion

the harlem renaissance was the most significant event in african american intellectual
and cultural life in the twentieth century its most obvious manifestation was in a self
conscious literary movement but it touched almost every component of african
american creative culture in the period from world war i through the great
depression music the visual arts theater and literature it also affected politics social
development and almost every phase of the african american experience in the
1920s and 1930s this anthology concentrates on the literary aspects of the harlem

renaissance though it does include several examples of the visual arts associated
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with the movement the literary texts are arranged more or less chronologically for
the most part shorter pieces have been selected that could be presented in their
entirety there are some excerpts from longer works all of the major authors are
represented as well as some less well known this anthology also includes selections
that help frame the history of the movement several essays on the harlem
renaissance as well as some critism contemporary to the writing concluding with a
bibliography this volume serves as a brief introduction to the harlem renaissance its

writers and the rich body of literature they produced

there is no neighborhood in america as famous infamous and inspiring as harlem
from its humble beginnings as a farming district and country retreat for the rich
harlem grew to international prominence as the mecca of black art and culture then
fell from grace despised as a crime ridden slum and symbol of urban decay but
during all of these phases there was writing in harlem great writing that sprang from
one of the richest and most unique communities in the world from harlem s most
revered icons like langston hughes duke ellington ann petry and malcolm x to voices
of a new generation including willie perdomo mase grace edwards and piri thomas
the harlem reader gathers a wealth of vital impressions stories and narratives and
blends them with original accounts offered by living storytellers famous and not so
famous fresh and vivid this volume perfectly captures the dramatic moments and

personalities at the core of harlem s ever evolving story

an investigation of how american poetry since whitman makes its beginnings with
what means and to which political and aesthetic ends and how it addresses

fundamental questions about what the future is and how it may be affectednow

world war i is over and a change has gripped the world the harlem renaissance has
awakened people to a wealth of african american arts and culture it s a time when

almost anything seems possible so what road will you travel will you leave your old
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life behidn and move to new york in 1919 use your talents as a writer in 1920s
harlem explore harlem s exciting nightlife in 1927 everything in this book happened
to real people and you choose what you do next the choices you make could lead

you to wonderful opportunities or even to death back cover

a cultural studies account of america during the 1930s as seen through key west

harlem hollywood and reno

the crisis founded by w e b du bois as the official publication of the naacp is a
journal of civil rights history politics and culture and seeks to educate and challenge
its readers about issues that continue to plague african americans and other
communities of color for nearly 100 years the crisis has been the magazine of
opinion and thought leaders decision makers peacemakers and justice seekers it has
chronicled informed educated entertained and in many instances set the economic

political and social agenda for our nation and its multi ethnic citizens

discusses the harlem renaissance as a crucial moment in the afro american form of

expression

published in 1967 as the early triumphs of the civil rights movement yielded to
increasing frustration and violence the crisis of the negro intellectual electrified a
generation of activists and intellectuals the product of a lifetime of struggle and
reflection cruse s book is a singular amalgam of cultural history passionate
disputation and deeply considered analysis of the relationship between american
blacks and american society reviewing black intellectual life from the harlem
renaissance through the 1960s cruse discusses the legacy and offers memorably acid
edged portraits of figures such as paul robeson lorraine hansberry and james baldwin
arguing that their work was marked by a failure to understand the specifically

american character of racism in the united states this supplies the background to
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cruse s controversial critique of both integrationism and black nationalism and to his
claim that black americans will only assume a just place within american life when
they develop their own distinctive centers of cultural and economic influence for
cruse s most important accomplishment may well be his rejection of the clichos of
the melting pot in favor of a vision of americanness as an arena of necessary and

vital contention an open and ongoing struggle

the harlem renaissance the period associated with the flowering of the arts in harlem
inaugurated a tradition of african american children s literature for the movement s
central writers made youth both their subject and audience w e b du bois carter g
woodson langston hughes alice dunbar nelson and other harlem renaissance figures
took an impassioned interest in the literary models offered to children believing that
the new negro would ultimately arise from black youth as a result african american
children s literature became a crucial medium through which a disparate community
forged bonds of cultural economic and aesthetic solidarity kate capshaw smith
explores the period s vigorous exchange about the nature and identity of black
childhood and uncovers the networks of african american philosophers community
activists schoolteachers and literary artists who worked together to transmit black

history and culture to the next generation

against a backdrop of multiculturalism and afrocentricity in the intellectual traditions
of african american studies this book sets new standards and directions for the
future it is the first book to systematically address the many themes that have
changed the political and social landscape for african americans among these
changes are new transnational processes of globalization the devastating impact of
neoliberal public policies upon urban minority communities increasing imprisonment
and attendant loss of voting rights especially among black males the surging of
hispanic population and widening class differences as deindustrialization crack

cocaine and gentrification entered urban communities marable and a cast of
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influential contributors suggest that a new beginning is needed for african american

scholarship they explain why black studies needs to break its conceptual and

thematic limitations exploring blackness in new ways and in different geographic

sites they outline the major intersectionalities that should shape a new black studies

the complex relationships between race gender sexuality class and youth they argue

that african american studies scholarship must help shape and redirect public policies

that affect black communities working with government foundations and other private

institutions on such issues as housing health care and criminal justice
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