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from pitchfork and guardian contributor dean van nguyen comes a revelatory history of tupac beyond his musical legend as a
radical son of the black panther party whose political legacy still resonates today before his murder at age twenty five tupac shakur
rose to staggering artistic heights as the preeminent storyteller of the 1990s building in the process one of the most iconic public
personas of the last half century he recorded no fewer than ten platinum albums starred in major films and became an activist and
political hero known the world over in this cultural history journalist van nguyen reckons with tupac s coming of age fame and
cultural capital and how the political machinations that shaped him as a boy have since buoyed his legacy as a revolutionary
following the george floyd uprisings words for my comrades engages crucially with the influence of tupac s mother afeni whose
role in the black panther party and dedication to dismantling american imperialism and combating police brutality informed tupac s
art tupac s childhood as a son of the panthers coupled with the influence of his stepfather s marxist beliefs informed his own
riveting code of ethics that helped audiences grapple with america s inherent injustices using oral histories from conversations
with the people who directly witnessed tupac s life and career many of whom were interviewed for the first time here from
panther elder aaron dixon to music video director stephen ashley blake to friends and contemporaries of tupac s mother van
nguyen demonstrates how tupac became one of the most enduring musical legends in hip hop history and how intimately his
name is threaded with the legacy of black panther politics van nguyen reveals how tupac and afeni each championed the
disenfranchised in distinct ways and how their mother son bond charts a narrative of the last fifty years of revolutionary black
american politics words for my comrades is the story of how the energy of the black political movement was subsumed by culture
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and how america produced two of its most iconic enduring revolutionaries

an arresting memoir about one man s life in an l a street gang from age ten in the 1970s to his prison turnaround twenty five years
later publishers weekly colton c loc simpson was a crip beginning at the age of ten in the mid 1970s simpson s world was defined
in terms of war by the time he quit simpson had risen through the ranks to become stabilizer and later general simpson was the
son of dick simpson a ballplayer for the california angels and cincinnati reds but even before he became a gangbanger his life was
rough raised by his grandmother in south central l a simpson didn t so much turn to the streets as become engulfed by them
without asking to become part of the gang his forced induction into the crips meant running don an alley while the members
opened fire on him inside the crips is simpson s unstinting account emotional violent ugly and tender of life inside a gang you ll
meet intense characters such as smiley simpson s fellow gangbanger and heartbreaking ones such as gina the mother of two young
sons who married simpson in prison with a foreword by ice t the book provides a window into an often misunderstood way of life
publishers weekly the crips is a famously difficult organization from which to retire alive this unvarnished portrayal of gang life is
enlightening and even inspiring about a subject badly in need of illumination booklist
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strokes of the download process, every
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