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in this comprehensive study of the islamic revival from 1947 to the present historian david selbourne traces in detail
the complex causes motivating the rise of muslim fundamentalism in many countries and the west s largely uncomprehending
response to it he frankly describes the hostilities cruelties and errors of judgment on both sides writing neither from
the left nor from the right selbourne pieces together up to date information from more numerous sources than in any
other work on the subject he highlights the grotesque role that some sections of the western media have played and seeks
to do justice to the islamist cause demonstrating how many of the real issues of the islamic revival have been evaded
selbourne argues that whether the reawakening of the islamic and arab worlds has taken the political form of arab
nationalism as under the leadership of egyptian president gamal abdul nasser in the 1950s or the economic form of the
opec oil embargo in 1973 and 1974 or the religious form of the iranian revolution of 1989 and the present al qaeda
suicide squads in all its guises it is motivated by a sense of entitlement in muslims to determine their own destiny
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free of western subordination selbourne concludes with a warning against the illusions of the west about its superiority
and ability to contain a force that is confident of its own moral superiority and certain of its ultimate triumph
addressed both to general readers and to policy makers academics and journalists the losing battle with islam will stand
for some time as one of the most impartial and authoritative accounts of a half century of western conflict with islam
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