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when it was founded in 1984 def jam was a tiny operation nestled in the college dorm
room of rick rubin he and promoter russell simmons quickly built a music empire around
a talented crew of groundbreaking artists and an allegiance to the real street music that
was about to bust out of new york city s hip hop circles over the course of several decades
def jam has helped launched many of the best acts in rap and pop music including 11 cool j
the beastie boys public enemy method man dmx ja rule jay z and rihanna over 200 gold
and over 70 platinum records bear the def jam label def jam s 25th anniversary in 2009
was just another milestone in the story of a label that helped define the sound as well as

the wider culture of hip hop
the illustrated oral history of the greatest hip hop hit making machine in history

in the early 80s the music industry wrote off hip hop as a passing fad few could or would
have predicted that the improvised raps and raw beats busting out of new york city s
urban underclass would one day become a multimillion dollar business and one of music s
most lucrative genres among those few were two visionaries russell simmons a young
black man from hollis queens and rick rubin a jewish kid from long island though the two
came from different backgrounds their all consuming passion for hip hop brought them
together soon they would revolutionize the music industry with their groundbreaking label
def jam records def jam inc traces the company s incredible rise from the nyu dorm room

of nineteen year old rubin where 1l cool j was discovered on a demo tape to the
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powerhouse it is today from financial struggles and scandals including the beastie boys s
departure from the label and rubin s and simmons s eventual parting to revealing
anecdotes about artists like slick rick public enemy foxy brown jay z and dmx stacy
gueraseva former editor in chief of russell simmons s magazine oneworld had access to
the biggest players on the scene and brings you real conversations and a behind the scenes
look from a decade and a company that turned the music world upside down she takes
you back to new york in the 80s when late night spots such as danceteria and nell s were
burning with young fresh rappers and simmons and rubin had nothing but a hunch that
they were on to something huge far more than just a biography of the two men who made
it happen def jam inc is a journey into the world of rap itself both an intriguing business
history as well as a gritty narrative here is the definitive book on def jam a must read for

any fan of hip hop as well as all popular culture junkies
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from the concert stage to the dressing room from the recording studio to the digital realm
spin surveys the modern musical landscape and the culture around it with authoritative
reporting provocative interviews and a discerning critical ear with dynamic photography
bold graphic design and informed irreverence the pages of spin pulsate with the energy of

today s most innovative sounds whether covering what s new or what s next spin is your
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from the concert stage to the dressing room from the recording studio to the digital realm
spin surveys the modern musical landscape and the culture around it with authoritative
reporting provocative interviews and a discerning critical ear with dynamic photography
bold graphic design and informed irreverence the pages of spin pulsate with the energy of
today s most innovative sounds whether covering what s new or what s next spin is your

monthly vip pass to all that rocks
covers every fighting style details on over 20 venues 60 character bios and move lists

online exhibition commemorating the 30th anniversary of the record label def jam

recordings featuring items from bill adler s hip hop archive

learn to use music as a weapon and fight to become an icon exclusive interview with
kevin liles expert tips for every fighting style detailing all strengths and weaknesses
strategy for playing build a label mode three different ways detailed tables and
walkthrough steps for obtaining all rewards and unlockables master the music with

tutorials that help you time your combos with each song

in its 114th year billboard remains the world s premier weekly music publication and a
diverse digital events brand content and data licensing platform billboard publishes the
most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about the latest music video gaming

media digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends
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a revealing biography of kanye west explores the artist and the man kanye west is a star
his music has jumped from sensation to staple in the rap industry while his personality his
philosophies and his willingness to speak out for what he believes in regularly place him
at the center of controversy kanye west a biography traces the star s life from his birth
through the present day to paint a detailed picture of the artist and the man raised by a
single mother who was an english professor in chicago west admits he came from the
wrong side of the mall rather than the wrong side of the tracks his name his style and the
way he conducts his business are unique his thoughtful reflections in interviews reveal a
complex man few have taken the time to understand this biography looks at that
multifaceted star exploring his career as singer and producer but also looking at the forces

that prepared him to chase his dreams and chase off anyone who stood in his way
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since the earliest music companies began at the end of the 19th century many record
labels have come and gone been taken over or merged some have been owned by retailers
djs agents or managers others by artists or vast media electronics and film companies
from a m records to motown to ztt the a z of record labels explores the colourful history
of one of the most important aspects of popular music recording it from classical to soul
jazz to rock folk to rap every record label has its own successes its own agenda and its
own story those stories are collected here in the a z of record labels offering an insight

into one of the most important parts in the history of popular music

rap has been among america s most popular musics for over two decades now yet for
most listeners rappers are mysterious figures shrouded behind outrageous costumes
incendiary lyrics and colorful pseudonyms rap whoz who identifies rap s major stars
tracing the influences of the pioneering rappers deejays promoters and composers through
today s best known artists both black and white it shows how rap as a genre bridges many
musical styles and includes a variety of social and political messages rap has been
controversial because of its content but as a musical style it has barely been documented
rap whoz who closes this gap in a thoughtful and colorfully written account of the music

and its stars
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